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About the Cover
Paul boldly states that without Christ’s resurrection, “your faith is futile
and you are still in your sins” (1 Corinthians 15:17). There would be no
point to a life lived in faith. “But in fact Christ has been raised from the
dead” (1 Corinthians 15:20). This changes everything! Christ’s bodily
resurrection means that His cross atoned for our sins and that we, too, will
be raised. It means that our lives lived in faith in Christ are never in vain
because our Redeemer lives.

Since Holy Communion presupposes a “common unity” of faith and
doctrine among those who participate together in this Sacrament, we ask
that those who desire to commune with us be confirmed members of a
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregation. Those not able to come to
the chancel may speak to the pastor or an elder to commune in their pew.
If you have not previously communed here, please speak to the Pastor or
an elder. If you are not communing but would like to come to the chancel
for a blessing, please kneel or stand with your arms crossed over your
chest.



I« The Sixth Sunday after Epiphany -
February 16, 2025

Hymn of Invocation: “O Christ, Our Hope, Our Hearts’ Desire”
LSB 553

1 O Christ, our hope, our hearts’ desire,
Creation’s mighty Lord,
Redeemer of the fallen world,
By holy love outpoured:

2  How vast Your mercy to accept
The burden of our sin
And bow Your head in cruel death
To make us clean within.

3 But now the bonds of death are burst,
The ransom has been paid;
You now ascend the Father’s throne
In robes of light arrayed.

4 O let Your mighty love prevail
To purge us of our pride
That we may stand before Your throne
By mercy purified.

5  Christ Jesus, be our present joy,
Our future great reward;
Our only glory, may it be
To glory in the Lord!

A 6  All praise to You, ascended Lord;
All glory ever be
To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Through all eternity!

Stand



The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their

Baptism.
Invocation LSB 151
P} In the name of the Father and of the *I~ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
Exhortation LSB 151

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not 1n us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 151

[P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution LSB 151

P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Stand

Introit Psalm 119:1-2, 4-5; antiphon: v. 7
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I will praise you with an | upright heart,*
when I learn your just and righ- | teous decrees.

Blessed are those whose way is | blameless,*
who walk in the law | of the LORD!

Blessed are those who keep his testi- | monies,*
who seek him with their | whole heart.

You have commanded your | precepts®
to be kept dil- | igently.

Oh that my ways may be | steadfast™
in keeping your | statutes!

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

I will praise you with an | upright heart,*
when I learn your just and righ- | teous decrees.

Kyrie LSB 152

P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

[P) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



=

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

[P) For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154
P} Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for
Your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb
of God:

You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our
prayer.

For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day LSB 156
P The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
P Let us pray... O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your

people that we who justly suffer the consequence of our sin may
be mercifully delivered by Your goodness to the glory of Your
name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Sit
Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 17:5-8

(The man who trusts the Lord is blessed.)

SThus says the LORD: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man

and makes flesh his strength, whose heart turns away from the
LORD. °He is like a shrub in the desert and shall not see any
good come. He shall dwell in the parched places of the
wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. "“Blessed is the man
who trusts in the LORD, whose trust is the LORD. %He is like a
tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream,

and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green,
and 1s not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to
bear fruit.”

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 117:1-2a; 96:8

Praise the LORD, all | nations!*

Extol him, all | peoples!
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,*

and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;*

bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts!

Epistle I Corinthians 15:1-20

(Paul teaches about the resurrection of the dead.)

"Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you,
which you received, in which you stand, *and by which you are being
saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you
believed in vain.



For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received:
that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, “that
he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with
the Scriptures, *and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.
Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time,
most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. "Then
he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one
untimely born, he appeared also to me. °For I am the least of the
apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the
church of God. '"But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his
grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder
than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is
with me. "Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you
believed. *Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how
can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? *But if
there 1s no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been
raised. '*And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in
vain and your faith is in vain. "We are even found to be
misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised
Christ, whom he did not raise if it 1s true that the dead are not raised.
°For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. '’And
if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in
your sins. '®Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have
perished. If in this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all
people most to be pitied. *°But in fact Christ has been raised from the
dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



Alleluia and Verse LSB 156

Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel Luke 6:17-26

Sit

(Jesus preaches on the mountainside by the Sea of Galilee.)

[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

7Jesus] came down with them and stood on a level place, with a
great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all
Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, '*who came
to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. And those who were
troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all the crowd sought
to touch him, for power came out from him and healed them all.
2And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said: “Blessed are
you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. *'“Blessed are
you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied. “Blessed are you
who weep now, for you shall laugh. ***Blessed are you when people
hate you and when they exclude you and revile you and spurn your
name as evil, on account of the Son of Man! **Rejoice in that day,
and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so
their fathers did to the prophets. **But woe to you who are rich, for
you have received your consolation. >>*Woe to you who are full now,
for you shall be hungry. “Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall
mourn and weep. **“Woe to you, when all people speak well of you,
for so their fathers did to the false prophets.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Hymn of the Day: “Jesus Sat with His Disciples”

1

Jesus sat with His disciples
On a mountainside one day;
As the crowds of people gathered,
He began to teach and say:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
Heaven’s kingdom they will share.
Blessed are the sad and mourning,
Joy and comfort will be theirs.

“Blessed are the meek and humble,
All the earth to them 1s willed.
Those who hunger to be holy,
They are bless’d and will be filled.
Yes, the merciful are blessed,
Mercy will to them be shown.
And the pure in heart are blessed,
They have eyes for God alone.

“Blessed are God’s sons and daughters,
Making peace where there is strife.
Blessed are the persecuted,
Who for righteousness lose life;
Their reward is great in heaven,
In the kingdom up above—
So be glad to share My suff’ring
And rejoice to know My love.”

Sermon: “4 Tightrope Walk: In, But Not of the World”
Jer.17:5-8; Lk. 6:17-26, 1 Cor. 15:1-20

Stand

LSB 932



Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. And in one
Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke
by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I+ of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church LSB 159

Offertory LSB 159

What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the
name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of
the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His
people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O
Jerusalem.



Preface LSB 160
[P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
[P) Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
[P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Proper Preface LSB 161
P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God. And now we bless You that in Jesus Christ You
have come among us, displaying Your heavenly brightness and
sharing Your forgiving and limitless love. Grant us grace to hear
Your words of caution and blessing with grateful hearts,
remaining steadfast in hope throughout our earthly lives as we
await the joys of heaven, where we will join in the eternal
chorus of angels and archangels giving You unending praise.
Sanctus LSB 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

(P)

Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, King of all creation, for all
You have done for Your people in Jesus Christ, our Lord. We
thank You for the powerful Word and the Means of Grace
through which You come among us to bless us. Grant that all
who partake of Christ’s holy body and blood this day be filled
with Your heavenly peace and joy. As we receive this blessed
food and are strengthened and sustained by it, grant that our
faith toward You and our fervent love for one another increase
throughout our lives until at last we are granted our place with
all Your saints in glory. This we ask through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162

(P)

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



The Words of Our Lord LSB 162

P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you, this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 163
P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 163

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have
mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have
mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us
peace.

Sit

Distribution
Distribution Hymn: “Praise the Almighty” LSB 797

1  Praise the Almighty, my soul, adore Him!
Yes, I will laud Him until death;
With songs and anthems I come before Him
As long as He allows me breath.
From Him my life and all things came;
Bless, O my soul, His holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia!



Trust not in rulers; they are but mortal;
Earthborn they are and soon decay.

Vain are their counsels at life’s last portal,
When the dark grave engulfs its prey.

Since mortals can no help afford,

Place all your trust in Christ, our Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Blessed, oh, blessed are they forever
Whose help is from the Lord Most High,
Whom from salvation can nothing sever,
And who in hope to Christ draw nigh.
To all who trust in Him, our Lord
Will aid and counsel now afford.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Penitent sinners, for mercy crying,
Pardon and peace from Him obtain;

Ever the wants of the poor supplying,
Their faithful God He will remain.

He helps His children in distress,

The widows and the fatherless.
Alleluia, alleluia!

5  Praise, all you people, the name so holy
Of Him who does such wondrous things!

All that has being, to praise Him solely,
With happy heart its amen sings.

Children of God, with angel host

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!
Alleluia, alleluia!



Distribution Hymn: “The Gifts Christ Freely Gives”

1

The gifts Christ freely gives
He gives to you and me
To be His Church, His bride,
His chosen, saved and free!
Saints blest with these rich gifts
Are children who proclaim
That they were won by Christ
And cling to His strong name.

The gifts flow from the font
Where He calls us His own;
New life He gives that makes
Us His and His alone.
Here He forgives our sins
With water and His Word;
The triune God Himself
Gives pow’r to call Him Lord.

The gifts of grace and peace
From absolution flow;
The pastor’s words are Christ’s
For us to trust and know.
Forgiveness that we need
Is granted to us there;
The Lord of mercy sends
Us forth in His blest care.

LSB 602



4  The gifts are there each day
The holy Word is read;
God’s children listen, hear,
Receive, and they are fed.
Christ fills them with Himself,
Blest words that give them life,
Restoring and refreshing
Them for this world’s strife.

5  The gifts are in the feast,

Gifts far more than we see;

Beneath the bread and wine
Is food from Calvary.

The body and the blood
Remove our ev’ry sin;

We leave His presence in
His peace, renewed again.

6  All glory to the One
Who lavishes such love;
The triune God in love
Assures our life above.
His means of grace for us
Are gifts He loves to give;
All thanks and praise for His
Great love by which we live!

Stand
Thank the Lord LSB 164
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He
has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His
name.

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.



Post-Communion Collect LSB 166

P Let us pray... O God the Father, the fountain and source of all
goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son
into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to
forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds
by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve
Y ou; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction LSB 166

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn to Depart: “I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus” LSB 729

1 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation,
Great and free.

2 I am trusting Thee for pardon;
At Thy feet I bow,
For Thy grace and tender mercy
Trusting now.

3 I am trusting Thee for cleansing
In the crimson flood;
Trusting Thee to make me holy
By Thy blood.



I am trusting Thee to guide me;
Thou alone shalt lead,

Ev’ry day and hour supplying
All my need.

[ am trusting Thee for power;
Thine can never fail.

Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me
Must prevail.

I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.

[ am trusting Thee forever
And for all.
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