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About the Day: God desires broken and contrite hearts which He will
not despise. Any efforts to cover up, to pay for, or to atone for our own
sin only result in more sackcloth and ashes—even death. It is God who
responds to the ashes of our repentance by sending His only begotten
Son. Jesus Christ, on the cross, has washed us of the ashes of our sins,
removed the sackcloth of our guilt, and clothed us in His robes of
righteousness and garments of salvation. The pure and holy white linen
garments that adorn the saints in heaven cover us as we long for the day
when we will join them around the throne.

Ash Wednesday — February 22, 2023
Ringing of the Bells, Prelude

Hymn: Savior, When in Dust to Thee LSB 419
1 Savior, when in dust to Thee

Low we bow the_adoring knee;
When, repentant, to the skies
Scarce we lift our weeping eyes;

O, by all Thy pains and woe

Suffered once for us below,
Bending from Thy throne on high,
Hear our penitential cry!
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2 By Thy helpless infant years,

By Thy life of want and tears,
By Thy days of deep distress
In the savage wilderness,

By the dread, mysterious hour

Of the insulting tempter’s pow’r,
Turn, O turn a fav’ring eye;
Hear our penitential cry!

3 By Thine hour of dire despair,
By Thine agony of prayer,
By the cross, the nail, the thorn,
Piercing spear, and torturing scorn,
By the gloom that veiled the skies
O’er the dreadful sacrifice,
Listen to our humble sigh;
Hear our penitential cry!

4 By Thy deep expiring groan,

By the sad sepulchral stone,
By the vault whose dark abode
Held in vain the rising God,

O, from earth to heav’n restored,

Mighty, reascended Lord,
Bending from Thy throne on high,
Hear our penitential cry!

Invocation, Confession and Absolution
In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.



If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Absolution

Introit (Sung) Ps. 51:1-3, 10-12; antiphon: Ps. 51:17
The sacrifices of God are a broken | spirit;*
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will | not despise.
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;*
according to your abundant mercy blot out my trans- |
gressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my in- | iquity,*
and cleanse me | from my sin!
For I know my trans- | gressions,*
and my sin is ever be- | fore me.
Create in me a clean heart, | O God,*
and renew a right spirit with- | in me.
Cast me not away from your | presence,*
and take not your Holy Spirit | from me.
Restore to me the joy of your sal- | vation,*
and uphold me with a willing | spirit.



Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
Is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The sacrifices of God are a broken | spirit;*
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will | not despise.

Kyrie (Sung)
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have
made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new
and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our
wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Old Testament Reading Joel 2:12-19
12¢Yet even now,” declares the LORD,
“return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
3and rend your hearts and not your garments.”
Return to the LORD, your God,
for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love;
and he relents over disaster.



1“Who knows whether he will not turn and relent,
and leave a blessing behind him,
a grain offering and a drink offering
for the LorD your God?
15Blow the trumpet in Zion;
consecrate a fast;
call a solemn assembly;
egather the people.
Consecrate the congregation;
assemble the elders;
gather the children,
even nursing infants.
Let the bridegroom leave his room,
and the bride her chamber.
17Between the vestibule and the altar
let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep
and say, “Spare your people, O LORD,
and make not your heritage a reproach,
a byword among the nations.
Why should they say among the peoples,
‘Where is their God?’”
18Then the LorD became jealous for his land
and had pity on his people.
¥The LorD answered and said to his people,
“Behold, I am sending to you
grain, wine, and oil,
and you will be satisfied;
and | will no more make you
a reproach among the nations.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gradual Heb. 12:2
[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,*
the founder and perfecter | of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing
the shame,*
and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God.

Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10
200\We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 2For our
sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.

I\Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to
receive the grace of God in vain. 2For he says,
“In a favorable time I listened to you,
and in a day of salvation I have helped you.”

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of
salvation. *We put no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may
be found with our ministry, *but as servants of God we commend
ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships,
calamities, °beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights,
hunger; ®by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit,
genuine love; "by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the
weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; through
honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as
impostors, and yet are true; %as unknown, and yet well known; as
dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; °as
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as
having nothing, yet possessing everything.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Verse Joel 2:13b
Return to the LoRD, your God, for he is gracious and | merciful ,*
slow to anger, and abounding in | steadfast love.

Holy Gospel John 11:17-24
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

"Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in
the tomb four days. ®Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles
off, ¥%and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console
them concerning their brother. 2°So when Martha heard that Jesus was
coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the
house. ?Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died. 2But even now | know that whatever you ask
from God, God will give you.” ?Jesus said to her, “Your brother will
rise again.” *Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the
resurrection on the last day.” ®Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection
and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live,
26and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you
believe this?” #’She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the
Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”

28\When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary,
saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 2And
when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. *®°Now Jesus had
not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha
had met him. 3'When the Jews who were with her in the house,
consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her,
supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 3*Now when
Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet,
saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died.” **When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had
come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and



greatly troubled. **And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They
said to him, “Lord, come and see.” **Jesus wept. **So the Jews said,
“See how he loved him!” *’But some of them said, “Could not he who
opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from
dying?”

38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave,
and a stone lay against it. **Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha,
the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will
be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” *°Jesus said to her, “Did I
not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?”
4150 they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said,
“Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always
hear me, but | said this on account of the people standing around, that
they may believe that you sent me.” **When he had said these things,
he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” ¥*The man who
had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his
face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let
him go.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,



begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the

dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -« of the world to come. Amen.



Hymn: From Depths of Woe | Cry to Thee LSB 607
1 From depths of woe I cry to Thee,

In trial and tribulation;

Bend down Thy gracious ear to me,
Lord, hear my supplication.

If Thou rememb’rest ev’ry sin,

Who then could heaven ever win
Or stand before Thy presence?

2 Thy love and grace alone avail
To blot out my transgression;
The best and holiest deeds must fail
To break sin’s dread oppression.
Before Thee none can boasting stand,
But all must fear Thy strict demand
And live alone by mercy.

3 Therefore my hope is in the Lord
And not in mine own merit;
It rests upon His faithful Word
To them of contrite spirit
That He is merciful and just;
This is my comfort and my trust.
His help | wait with patience.

4 And though it tarry through the night
And till the morning waken,
My heart shall never doubt His might
Nor count itself forsaken.
O Israel, trust in God your Lord.
Born of the Spirit and the Word,
Now wait for His appearing.



5 Though great our sins, yet greater still
Is God’s abundant favor;
His hand of mercy never will
Abandon us, nor waver.
Our shepherd good and true is He,
Who will at last His Israel free
From all their sin and sorrow.

Sermon: His Final Steps Led to a Tomb John 11

Prayer of the Church

(An offering plate is placed in the narthex,
where you may leave your gift for the Lord’s work)

Service of the Sacrament

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow
on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your
boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving
Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now
risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who
believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the



company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav'n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your
name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Lord’s Prayer
Words of Institution

Pax Domini & Agnus Dei
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ,

And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.



Distribution of the Sacrament
Since Holy Communion presupposes a “‘common unity” of faith and
doctrine among those who participate together in this Sacrament, we ask
that those who desire to commune with us be confirmed members of a
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregation. Those not able to come to
the chancel may speak to the pastor or an elder to commune in their pew.
First time communicants here please speak to the Pastor or an elder. If you
are not communing but would like to come to the chancel for a blessing,
please stand with your arms crossed over your chest.

Distribution Hymn: Christ, the Life of All the Living LSB 420
1 Christ, the life of all the living,

Christ, the death of death, our foe,

Who, Thyself for me once giving
To the darkest depths of woe:

Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit

| eternal life inherit.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

2 Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee

Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod;

Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee,
O Thou sinless Son of God!

Thus didst Thou my soul deliver

From the bonds of sin forever.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.



3 Thou hast borne the smiting only
That my wounds might all be whole;
Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely,
Rest to give my weary soul;
Yea, the curse of God enduring,
Blessing unto me securing.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

4 Heartless scoffers did surround Thee,

Treating Thee with shameful scorn

And with piercing thorns they crowned Thee.
All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne,

That as Thine Thou mightest own me

And with heav’nly glory crown me.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Organ Interlude

5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee,

That from pain | might be free;

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee:
Thence | gain security;

Comfortless Thy soul did languish

Me to comfort in my anguish.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.



6 Thou hast suffered great affliction

And hast borne it patiently,

Even death by crucifixion,
Fully to atone for me;

Thou didst choose to be tormented

That my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon,
For Thy sorrows deep and sore,
For Thine anguish in the Garden,
| will thank Thee evermore,
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing,
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,
For that last triumphant cry,
And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.

Dismissal & Nunc Dimittis
O Lord, now let Your servant
Depart in heav'nly peace,
For | have seen the glory
Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles
Unto Your holy hill,
The glory of Your people,
Your chosen Israel.

All glory to the Father,
All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit,
Forever Three in One;



For as in the beginning,

Is now, shall ever be,

God's triune name resounding
Through all eternity.

Post-Communion Collect
Benedicamus and Benediction

Hymn: Go to Dark Gethsemane LSB 436
1 Go to dark Gethsemane,
All who feel the tempter’s pow’r;
Your Redeemer’s conflict see,
Watch with Him one bitter hour;
Turn not from His griefs away;
Learn from Jesus Christ to pray.

2 Follow to the judgment hall,
View the Lord of life arraigned;
Oh, the wormwood and the gall!
Oh, the pangs His soul sustained!
Shun not suff’ring, shame, or loss;
Learn from Him to bear the cross.

3 Calv’ry’s mournful mountain climb;
There, adoring at His feet,
Mark that miracle of time,
God’s own sacrifice complete.
“It is finished!” hear Him cry;
Learn from Jesus Christ to die.

4 Early hasten to the tomb
Where they laid His breathless clay;
All is solitude and gloom.



Who has taken Him away?
Christ is ris’n! He meets our eyes.
Savior, teach us so to rise.

THANKS TO THOSE ASSISTING WITH THE SERVICE
Preacher: Dr. Wilfred Karsten

Liturgist: Vicar James Martin

Organist: Lynette Karsten

Elder: Lew Steinbrecher

Videographers: Rick Serre, Dale Farmer, Max Serre

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
Reprinted with permission. Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy
Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News
Publishers. Printed hymns are in the public domain. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.



